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4.3.13 Terrorism 
Terrorism is use of force or violence against persons or property with the intent to intimidate or coerce. Acts of 
terrorism include threats of terrorism; assassinations; kidnappings; hijackings; bomb scares and bombings; cyber-
attacks (computer-based); and the use of chemical, biological, nuclear and radiological weapons. Cyber-attacks have 
become an increasingly pressing concern (PEMA 2020). 

4.3.13.1  Location and Extent 
An important consideration in evaluating terrorism hazards is the existence of facilities, landmarks, or other buildings 
of international, national, or regional importance. While Pike County has many notable landmarks from a local historic 
perspective, there are no sites which are considered significant landmarks in terms of national or international 
importance.   

Nonetheless, terrorism can take many forms and terrorists have a wide range of personal, political, or cultural 
agendas.  Therefore, there is no location that is not a potential terrorist target.  Two types of terrorist activity are 
particularly relevant to Pike County: agroterrorism and intentional hazardous material releases.  Agroterrorism is the 
direct, intentional, generally covert contamination of food supplies or introduction of pests and/or disease agents to 
crops and livestock.  Approximately 3-percent of Pike County’s land area is dedicated to agriculture. 

Several major transportation routes and two large gas transmission pipelines traverse the County; making intentional 
hazard material releases a potential threat to citizens and the environment.  This hazard is addressed in Section 
4.3.5.  In addition, there are several bridges that connect Pike County to the New York – New Jersey metropolitan 
area that could be considered potential targets. 

Although Pike County does not have a large number of facilities that could be considered targets, it does have the 
type of facilities that are considered, including school complexes, shopping areas, government buildings, including 
jails, water distribution systems and dams, power plants and communications systems.  A complete list of critical 
facilities is included in Appendix E.  In addition, all bridges and railways (discussed in Section 4.3.16) across the 
County are considered potential targets. 

Furthermore, the threat of a nuclear attack is rare but should not be eliminated.  There are still several countries in 
the world with nuclear capability and other nations continue to try to obtain that capability.  Any areas that are identified 
as high risk areas or target areas would experience the direct effects of the weapon, including blast, radiation, extreme 
temperatures, wind and light which is brighter than the sun.  Depending on the size of the device, there could be total 
destruction within a 4-mile radius of the blast.  Any survivors within a 20- mile radius can expect residual effects 
including fires, flooding, loss of power, fuel and water shortages, plus the release of other hazardous materials that 
may be in the area. People close to the blast would be killed.  As the distance increases, more people will survive, 
however, people that do survive the initial blast may die due to an increase in exposure to gamma rays. 

Because of Pike County’s location and proximity to the New York metropolitan area, should a major attack occur, 
Pike County should expect to receive some exposure from radioactive fallout.  Pike County should also expect to see 
an influx of people from the New York metropolitan area seeking safety. 
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4.3.13.2  Range of  Magnitude 
Any acts of terrorism can occur anywhere, at any time of day. The National Terrorism Advisory System (NTAS) 
communicates information about terrorist threats by providing detailed information to the public, government 
agencies, first responders, airports and other transportation hubs, and the private sector. When a threat arises, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security announces an NTAS Alert and shares the news with the public. The alert may include 
specific information about the nature of the threat, including the geographic region, mode of transportation, or critical 
infrastructure potentially affected, as well as steps that individuals and communities can take to protect themselves 
and help prevent, mitigate, or respond to the threat. The alert indicates whether the threat is elevated or imminent. 
Elevated threats are those that include no specific information about the timing or location. Imminent threats are 
threats believed to be impending, or occurring very soon. The alerts will be posted on-line on multiple government 
websites (which websites may vary dependent on the threat) and released to the news media for distribution. U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) will also distribute alerts through its social media channels (DHS 2015). 

Terrorism refers to the use of WMDs, including biological, chemical, nuclear, and radiological weapons; arson, 
incendiary, explosive, and armed attacks; industrial sabotage and intentional hazardous materials releases; and 
“cyber-terrorism.” Within these general categories, however, there are many variations. Particularly in the area of 
biological and chemical weapons, there are a wide variety of agents and ways for them to be disseminated. Terrorist 
methods can take many forms, including:  

• Agri-terrorism 
• Arson/incendiary attack 
• Armed attack  
• Biological agent 
• Chemical agent 
• Cyber-terrorism (or computer-based attacks) 
• Conventional bomb or bomb threat 
• Hazardous material release (intentional) 
• Nuclear bomb 
• Radiological agent 

In Pike County, terrorist attacks could vary from a mere threat to an individual facility, to the use of a high-yield 
explosive or other device in a highly populated area.  

4.3.13.3  Past Occurrence 
Pike County has never suffered an international terrorist attack. However, Pike County has experienced domestic 
terrorism incidents. Table 4.3.15-1 displays terrorism incidents reported to PEIRS between 2002 and 2020.  The most 
common terroristic threat was bomb threats.   

Table 4.3.15-1.  Terrorism Incidents/Suspicious Activity in Pike County from 2002 to 2020 
Date Location Type 

02/08/2002 Lehman Township Bomb Threat 
02/14/2003 Palmyra Township Bomb Threat 



 

4.3.13: TERRORISM 

4.3.13-3 
Pike County, PA | 2022 Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 

06/11/2003 Palmyra Township Bomb Threat 
12/18/2003 Palmyra Township Bomb Threat 
10/28/2004 Palmyra Township School Bomb Threat 
03/29/2006 Lehman Township School Bomb Threat 
04/05/2006 Lehman Township School Bomb Threat 
05/10/2006 Westfall Township Bomb Threat 
05/30/2006 Palmyra Township Suspicious Activity 
09/11/2006 Lehman Township School Bomb Threat 
07/02/2007 Dingman Township Suspicious Device 
12/29/2007 Blooming Grove Township Suspicious Device 
02/21/2008 Lehman Township Terroristic Threat 
01/28/2019 Dingman Township Terroristic Threat 
11/18/2019 Lehman Township Terrorism and Kidnapping 
01/30/2020 Dingman Township Terroristic Threat 
08/25/2020 Dingman Township Terroristic Threat 

Source: PEIRS, 2002-09; Delaware Valley School District 2022 

4.3.13.4  Future Occurrence 
Based on historical events, Pike County can expect to experience several terrorist threats or suspicious activities 
each year; however, few will result in an actual terrorist incident.  Previous events in the County have not resulted in 
what are considered significant terrorist attacks; the severity of a future incident cannot be predicted with a sufficient 
level of certainty.  Based on the recent incident events, the future occurrence of terrorism in Pike County can be 
considered possible as defined by the Risk Factor Methodology probability criteria (refer to Section 4.4).   

4.3.13.5  Vulnerabil i ty Assessment 
To understand risk, a community must evaluate assets exposed or vulnerable within the identified hazard area.  The 
following section discusses potential impacts of the terrorism hazard on Pike County, including:  

• Impacts on (1) life, health, and safety; (2) general building stock and critical facilities; (3) the economy; (4) 
the environment; and (5) future growth and development 

• Effect of climate change on vulnerability 
• Further data collections that will assist in understanding this hazard over time. 

Impact on Life, Health, and Safety 

For the purposes of this HMP, the entire population in Pike County is exposed to terrorism events.  However, because 
terrorists typically prefer to impact the greatest number of individuals in a given location, it can be inferred that 
individuals living in highly populated areas, or mass transit systems with a large number of commuters will have a 
greater exposure to terrorist incidents than those living in rural areas.  Refer to Section 2 for a summary of population 
statistics for the County.  Large-scale incidents have the potential to kill or injury many residents in the immediate 
vicinity of the attack, and they may also affect people located a distance from the initial event.   

Impact on General Building Stock and Critical Facilities 

All of the building stock in the County is exposed to the terrorism hazard.  Accessibility, design, availability to roof 
access, driveways underneath buildings, unmonitored areas, and the proximity of structures to transportation routes, 
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underground pipelines, and the potential for a terrorist to strike any structure randomly, makes all buildings in the 
County exposed and vulnerable to this hazard. Terrorist groups would be likely target structures of significant cultural 
or financial value.   

The entire general building stock and critical facility inventory in Pike County is exposed to the terrorism hazard. Like 
life, health and safety, impacts to the building stock and critical facilities will be based on the specific event.  

Critical facilities are exposed to terrorist attacks, particularly because of the impact that an attack has on these types 
of facilities.  Dams, power stations, and tunnels are all examples of critical infrastructure and facilities that are 
vulnerable.  Additionally, communications systems, first-responder stations, and emergency operations centers are 
all vulnerable to terrorist attacks.  Disrupting one of these facilities or destroying critical infrastructure would have 
devastating, cascading impacts on Pike County.  All critical facilities in the County are exposed to the terrorism hazard. 
For a discussion of critical facilities and lifelines located in Pike County, refer to Section 2. 

Impact on the Economy 

Measuring the economic impact of a terrorist attack on Pike County is difficult.  The initial impact can be measured in 
immediate costs such as costs related to responding to the event, and those associated with the immediate loss of 
productivity due to closed businesses. Should a terrorist event be of a significant magnitude, there could be 
ramifications in the financial markets which could affect a greater geographic extent compared to Pike County. The 
fuller economic impact includes long-term costs such as terrorism mitigation activities and likely heightened anti-
terrorism activities.  

Impact on the Environment 

Terrorism events are usually focused on the population and built environment. However, terrorism events could focus 
on environmental assets (such as bodies of water that serve as drinking water supply resources). Indirect impacts of 
terrorism events such as fire or hazardous material releases could also damage the environment. 

Future Changes That May Impact Vulnerability 

Understanding future changes that impact vulnerability in the County can assist in planning for future development 
and ensuring that appropriate mitigation, planning, and preparedness measures are in place. The County considered 
the following factors to examine potential conditions that may affect hazard vulnerability:  

 Potential or projected development. 
 Projected changes in population. 
 Other identified conditions as relevant and appropriate, including the impacts of climate change.  

Future Growth and Development 
Areas targeted for potential future growth and development in the next 5 to 10 years have been identified across Pike 
County (further discussed in Section 2 of this HMP). Any areas of growth could be potentially impacted by the terrorism 
hazard because the entire county is exposed and potentially vulnerable.   

Climate Change 
Because terrorism events are human-caused, no climate change impacts are associated with the hazard.  
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Change of Vulnerability Since the 2017 Hazard Mitigation Plan 

Overall, the County’s vulnerability has not changed and the entire County will continue to be exposed and vulnerable 
to terrorism hazards.  For future plan updates, Pike County can document the number and location of terrorism-
related incidents to include in the next plan update. 
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